
 

FOOD PROCESSING 
Towards Sustainable Growth Opportunities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector Profile 

Meat & Poultry 

  



 

 

2 

Contents 
Preface .................................................................................................................................. 3 

1. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 4 

2. Global Trends in the Meat & Poultry sector ................................................................... 5 

3. Overview of Meat & Poultry Sector in India.................................................................... 8 

4. Government Interventions for Supporting Meat & Poultry Processing Sector ............... 15 

5. R&D and Skill Development Ecosystem for Meat and Poultry Processing ..................... 18 

7. Conclusion ................................................................................................................... 22 

Disclaimer ........................................................................................................................... 23 

 

  



 

 

3 

Preface 
 

The Indian food-processing sector has witnessed remarkable growth, during the last 9 years 

ending 2023-24 with an Average Annual Growth Rate (AAGR) of around 6.55% as compared 

to around 6.06% in manufacturing at 2011-12 prices. The sector constituted as much as 7.93% 

share of FPI in manufacturing sector in 2023-2024. The sector is one of the largest employment 

providers in the organised manufacturing sector with 12.91% employment in the total 

registered/organised sector. This highlights its competitiveness and capacity to cater to global 

markets. 

India is the world's largest producer of milk, pulses and jute and ranks as the second largest 

producer of rice, wheat, sugarcane, groundnut, vegetables, fruit and cotton. It is also one of the 

leading producers of spices, fish, poultry, livestock and plantation crops. This abundant raw 

material base offers immense potential for value addition and export. Notably, India reported 

the processed food exports amounted to USD 10.09 billion in 2024-2025 with significant shares 

in processed vegetables and fruits, pulses, cereal preparations etc. Further, the sector has 

attracted 7.21 billion FDI inflow in the last one-decade ending 2024-25. Recognizing the 

sector's significance, Ministry of Food Processing Industries has extended support and 

incentives for creation of modern infrastructure with efficient supply chain management, 

creation of employment opportunities, reducing post-harvest losses, increasing the processing 

level and enhancing export of the processed foods. 

India is home to the world's largest bovine population and has witnessed significant growth in 
meat and poultry production. With the country ranking second in egg production, the sector 

plays a crucial role in meeting India's nutritional security aspirations and establishing itself as a 
dominant player in the global meat processing industry. Moreover, India ranks as a major 
producer of buffalo meat and is the second-largest producer of goat meat. The meat and poultry 

processing sector in India offers a wide range of products, including cold cuts, sausages, ready-
to-cook/frozen products, and fortified and organic certified eggs. 

 
The meat and poultry processing sector in India is experiencing a favorable outlook, as there is 
a growing demand for meat and poultry products, both within the country and globally. Factors 

such as increasing consumer base, rising health awareness, shift towards convenience foods, 
rising disposable incomes, and improvements in innovation and infrastructure are key drivers 
contributing to the growth of the sector. The meat and poultry processing sector in India is 

projected to grow at a CAGR of 12.60% from 2025 to 20331. The growth of the meat and 
poultry processing sector in India is supported by a strong regulatory framework, research and 
development initiatives, and government schemes focused on the sector's development. 

 

  

                                                
1 India Poultry Market Share, Size, Outlook- 2025-33 

https://www.imarcgroup.com/indian-poultry-market
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1. Introduction 
 

India hosts the world's largest bovine population, and it has been placed second in terms of egg 
production and fifth in terms of meat (including poultry) production on a global scale2.  The 

production of meat and poultry products has experienced substantial growth over the years, and 
it is a crucial aspect of meeting India’s nutritional security aspirations as well as establishing 
itself as a dominant player in the global meat processing industry. 

Poultry production in India has taken a quantum leap in the last few decades, emerging from 

conventional farming practices to commercial production system with state-of-the-art 
technological interventions. On similar lines, meat production across the country has also 
grown over the years.  

As people's dietary preferences evolve and their awareness of the diverse nutritional benefits, 
including protein, iodine, zinc, vitamins, etc., present in meat and poultry-based products 
increases, the demand for processed products is anticipated to surge in the future. Additionally, 

processed meat and poultry products can offer several benefits, such        as convenience and longer 
shelf life. Processing can involve various methods, including curing, smoking, or adding 
preservatives or flavourings, which can enhance the taste and  texture of the products. 

Overall, the meat and poultry processing sector in India has witnessed significant growth and 
presents promising opportunities for further expansion. With abundant livestock resources 
and favorable market conditions, India can capitalize on the immense potential in the meat 
and poultry processing sector. 
 

1.1. Some of the key processed Meat and Poultry products in India: 

 

 Processed meat: Cold cuts, treated and cured items. 

 Sausages and similar products made from meat, meat offal. 

 Ready to cook and frozen products including nuggets, strips, nuggets. 

 Frozen and packed meat and poultry products with specialised cuts, gillards etc.                                          

Dried egg yolks, Egg powder, Calcium extracts. 

 Fortified and organic certified eggs. 

 

 
This sector profile will examine the global trends in meat and poultry processing, overview of meat 
processing in India, high potential products, R&D and skill development ecosystem, regulatory 
landscape, key initiatives undertaken by the government etc. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                
2 https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf  

https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf
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2. Global Trends in the Meat & Poultry sector 
Global meat production is heading towards a moderate increase of 1.4% from 2023, reaching 

approximately 374 million tonnes (carcass weight equivalent) in 2024. Poultry meat continues 

to hold the largest share, accounting for nearly 40% of the total global meat production, 

followed by pig meat, bovine meat, and bovine meat.3 Globally, poultry, pork, beef, and 

mutton/ chevon consumption is projected to grow 15%, 11%, 10%, and 15% respectively by 

2032. Poultry meat is expected to account for 41% of the protein consumed from all meat 

sources in 2032, followed by pig, bovine and ovine meat4. 

 

 China holds the largest market share for egg production in the  world, accounting for 38%, 

followed by the United States and India in 2024. Asia is the largest region for egg production, 

with over 64% of global output in 2024. As for meat production, China is the largest producer 

in the world, followed by the United States, Brazil and India in 2024. India ranks 5th in the 

world in terms of total meat production after China, USA, Brazil, Russia in 2023-20245. The 

figure below shows the breakup of global meat production by type for 2024: 
 

Figure 3: Global Meat production – 2024 

 
Meat Market Review. Emerging trends and outlook in 2024* 

 

2.1 Global Trade Scenario 

International meat and poultry trade has been steadily increasing in response to growing 

demand arising out of high per-capita income in Asian economies. This is also supplemented 

by demand from a growing population in African countries. Consumer preferences have also 

shifted towards diets with more animal protein. 

 

 

 

 

                                                
3 https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd3502en 
4 OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2023-2032  
5 https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf 

40.10%

59.90%

Poultry Meat Other Meat (Pig, Bovine, Ovine)

https://openknowledge.fao.org/handle/20.500.14283/cd3502en
https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf
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Table 1: Top 10 Importing and Exporting countries of meat and edible meat offal in 

20246 (value in USD billion) 

Product: Meat and Edible meat offal (value in USD billion) 

Top Importing country Value imported  Top exporting country Value exported  

China 22.77 Brazil 24.55 

USA 15.27 USA 22.66 

Japan 10430.91 Australia 14.48 

Germany  8.58 Netherlands 11.86 

Mexico 7.67 Spain 10.67 

France 7.15 Poland 8.86 

Italy 7.04 Germany 8.33 

Korea, Republic of 6.77 Canada 7.46 

United Kingdom 6.63 New Zealand 5.19 

Netherlands 5.70 France 4.42 

 

2.2 Global Consumption Scenario 

Global consumption of processed meat and poultry products are driven by numerous factors 

like demographics, level of urbanization, incomes, food prices, traditions and cultural norms, 

ethical and health concerns etc. However, economic growth can be considered a very important 

factor in driving meat consumption as processed forms of meat are a more expensive source of 

proteins and calories. 

Population growth is a major driver of increased demand, determinants of meat consumption 

are complex including income, prices, demographics, urbanization, traditions and religious 

beliefs, as well as environmental, ethical/animal welfare and health concerns. However, in high 

income countries changes in consumer preferences, ageing population will increase demand for 

leaner meat like poultry as well as higher valued meat cuts. 

Poultry products are appealing to consumers because of their lower prices, consistent quality 

versatility, and lower fat content and higher protein content. It is anticipated that the global 

consumption of poultry meat will rise to 152 MMT by 2030.Global pork consumption is 

projected to increase to 129 MMT over the next ten years and to account for 33% of the total 

increase in meat consumption. Global per capita beef consumption, which has declined since 

2007, is projected to fall by a further 5% by 2030. Global sheep meat consumption is projected 

to increase to 18 million metric tonnes (MMT) by 20307. Currently, sheep meat accounts for 

about 25% of all red meat consumption globally8. Increased demand projections both in 

domestic and global markets, impact meat and poultry sector positively. 

 

                                                
6 https://www.trademap.org/  
7 OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2022 – 2031 
8 Sheep Industry Statistics: Market Data Report 2025 

https://www.trademap.org/
https://www.fao.org/3/CC0308EN/Meat.pdf
https://gitnux.org/sheep-industry-statistics/
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Figure : OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook (Per capita consumption is expressed in 

retail weight) 

 

 
Source: OECD/FAO (2022), “OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook”, OECD Agriculture 

statistics  
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3. Overview of Meat & Poultry Sector in India 
 

Meat and poultry products are an important part of India's food industry and play a significant 
role in the country's economy. India is one of the largest producers of meat and                poultry products 
in the world and has a diverse range of products that are consumed domestically and exported 

internationally. India’s expanding middle class is contributing to the demand for meat 
products. In rural areas, as well, there is a noticeable increase in purchasing power, and people 
are now consuming more meat, both in traditional forms like mutton or chicken and in 
processed forms. As awareness grows about the nutritional advantages of meat, such as its rich 

protein, essential vitamins, and minerals, the demand for meat products has increased. In the 
similar manner, with the expanding middle class and inflating disposable incomes, more 
people have the financial means to include poultry in their diets. 

3.1 Market Overview9 

Meat: 

The India meat market size was valued at USD 55.3 Billion in 2024. Looking forward, IMARC 

Group estimates the market to reach USD 114.4 Billion by 2033, exhibiting a CAGR of 

8.50% from 2025-2033. 

 

Report Attribute Key Statistics 

Base Year 2024 

Forecast Years 2025-2033 

Market Size in 2024 USD 55.3 Billion 

Market Forecast in 2033 USD 114.4 Billion 

Market Growth Rate (2025-2033) 8.50% 

 
• India ranks 5th in meat production globally after China, USA, Brazil and Russia.  

• The total meat production in the country is 10.25 million tonnes, with poultry leading,  
increased by 4.95% as compared to previous year 2022-23. 

• The top 5 meat producing States are West Bengal (12.62%), Uttar Pradesh (12.29%), 
Maharashtra (11.28%), Telangana (10.85%) and Andhra Pradesh (10.41%). They 
together contribute 57.45% of total meat production in the country10. 

 

 

 

 

                                                
9 https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/BasicAnimalHusbandryStatistics2024.pdf   
10 https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/BasicAnimalHusbandryStatistics2024.pdf   

https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/BasicAnimalHusbandryStatistics2024.pdf
https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/BasicAnimalHusbandryStatistics2024.pdf
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Egg: 

The India poultry market size reached INR 2,304 Billion in 2024. Looking forward, IMARC 

Group expects the market to reach INR 8,430 Billion by 2033, exhibiting a growth 

rate (CAGR) of 12.60% during 2025-2033. 

Attribute Key Statistics 

Base Year 2024 

Forecast Years 2025-2033 

Market Size in 2024 INR 2,304 Billion 

Market Forecast in 2033 INR 8,430 Billion 

Market Growth Rate 2025-2033 12.60% 

 

• ranking second globally. China leads with 34.4 million tonnes, followed by India and 

the U.S. (6.5 million tonnes). The per capita availability of eggs reached 103 eggs per 

annum in 2023-2024.11  

• India ranks 2nd in egg production globally after China.  

• India produced 142.77 billion numbers of eggs in 2023-24, increased by 3.17% 

compared to the previous year. The total egg production from commercial poultry is 

114.92 billion eggs, and from backyard poultry is 2.7 billion eggs, contributing 80.49% 

and 19.50% of the total egg production, respectively.  

 

• The per-capita availability of eggs is 103 eggs per annum. 

 

• The top 5 egg producing States are Andhra Pradesh (17.85%), Tamil Nadu (15.64%) 

Telangana (12.87%), West Bengal (11.37%) and Karnataka (6.62%). These states 

together contribute 64.37% of the total egg production in the country.  

 

3.2 Growth in Annual Meat        and Eggs production12 

Table 2: India’s Egg Production (billion nos.)                            

Year Production 

2019-20 114.40 

2020-21 122.20 

2021-22 129.60 

2022-23 138.38 

2023-24 142.77 

                                                
11 https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf  
12 https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf  

https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf
https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf
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Table 3: India’s Meat Production (million tonnes) 

Year Production 

2019-20 8.60 

2020-21 8.80 

2021-22 9.29 

2022-23 9.77 

2023-24 10.25 

3.3 Major Traded Commodities 

 

India's exports of Animal Products in 2023-24 was Rs. 37,665.51 Crores/ 4,543.52 USD 

million. The demand for Indian buffalo meat in the international market has sparked a sudden 

increase in meat exports. Buffalo meat dominated the exports with a contribution of over 82% 

in total Animal Products export from India in 2023-24.13 The main markets for Indian Buffalo 

Meat and other animal products are Vietnam, Malaysia, Egypt, UAE and Iraq.14 

 

Major traded commodities:15 

- Buffalo Meat: India is the tenth largest buffalo meat exporter of the world with major 

exporters Brazil, USA, Australia, Argentina and Canada.  India’s export value in 2023-

2024 was USD 3740.53 million. 

- Poultry products: Exported value of poultry products in 2023-2024 was 184.58 USD 

million. 

- Processed Meat: Exported value amounted to USD 2.48 million. 

- Animal Casing: Exported value amounted to USD 48.12 million. 

 

 

3.4 Major Markets 

 

3.4.1 Top Importers of Indian Poultry Products & Processed Meat 

 

Table 6: Poultry Products, Qty in MT; Value in USD million for year 2024-2516  

Importing Countries Quantity (MT) Value (million USD) 

Oman 51.47 3,70,544.05 

UAE 23.14 2,58,348.02 

Maldives 21.04 2,32,615.77 

Indonesia 13.72 2,145.73 

Vietnam 9.14 2,110.57 

Japan 9.06 1,216.36 

Qatar 6.79 84,625.04 

Bhutan 5.54 3,523.30 

Russia 3.03 1,509.02 

Philippines 2.22 416.28 

                                                
13 https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf 
14 https://ftddp.dgciskol.gov.in/dgcis/  
15 https://apeda.gov.in/BuffaloMeat 
16 www.apeda.org/ 

https://dahd.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-11/BAHS-2024.pdf
https://ftddp.dgciskol.gov.in/dgcis/
https://apeda.gov.in/BuffaloMeat
http://www.apeda.org/
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Importing Countries Quantity (MT) Value (million USD) 

Top 10 Total 145.15 957054.14 

Other Countries 43,195.4 26.9 

Total 6,64,753.4 134.0 

% Share of Top 10 Countries 93.5 79.8 

India has a       notable poultry product export market, with numerous nations in Southeast Asia 
and the Middle East as prominent buyers, implying a considerable scope for expansion in the 
Indian poultry industry and shall result in significant contribution to the country's economy. 

 

Table 7: Top Importers of Indian Processed meat in 2024-2517  

Importing Countries Quantity Million Tonnes Value USD million 

Bhutan 138.50 0.45 

UAE 58.38 0.37 

New Zealand 5.36 0.12 

Korea Republic 1.68 0.06 

Nigeria 2.00 0.05 

 

In the 2024-25 period, Bhutan was the largest consumer of processed meat, importing 138.50 

MT worth USD 0.45 million, UAE and New Zealand followed closely, importing 58.38 MT 

and 5.36 MT respectively.  

3.5 Key Processed Meat & Poultry Product in Domestic Market 
 

Table 8: Potential meat and egg products widely used in Indian market18 

Product Percentage Share (%) 

Sausages and Canned Meat 22 

Homogenized Meat Preparations 15 

Preserved Meats 10 

Other Poultry Meat 25 

Preserved Meat of Bovine Animals 12 

Meat Extracts and Meat Juices 8 

Egg crepes, rolls and waffles 8 

 

Key Industry Players 

The meat production in India has majorly been unorganised, however, the country has seen 

emergence of various players from organised sectors. Major players engaged in meat and poultry 

processing are mentioned in the table below. 

 

List of major players engaged in processed meat and poultry 

 Venky’s India Ltd.  

 Meat Products of India Ltd.  

 Al Kabeer Exports Pvt. Ltd.  

 Nippon Meat Packers India Pvt. Ltd.  

 Allanasons Private Limited 

 IB Group 

                                                
17 www.apeda.org/ 
18 Ibid 

http://www.apeda.org/
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3.5 Key Growth Drivers  

 

Growth of meat and poultry processing sector is driven by the following key drivers: 

 

 Demographics: 

India’s huge consumer base, with a population exceeding 1.4 billion, and the predominance 

of young citizens (median age of 28 years) create a significant demand for alternative 

sources of animal protein. There is an increasing adoption and popularity of protein-rich 

and eggetarian diets of meat and poultry products, such as eggs and meat, in diet due to the 

rising health consciousness among the masses. 

 Rising Disposable Incomes: 

With economic growth and more than one member in the household participating in the 

labor force, the household level disposable income has increased over the years. The FAO 

establishes a positive correlation between rising incomes and meat consumption, as meat 

is typically considered an expensive source of dietary protein. 

 

 Structural Shift in Consumption Pattern: 

Convenience is one of the main reasons why processed meat and poultry products have 

become so popular in the modern world. With busy schedules and fast-paced lifestyles, 

people are often looking for quick and easy meal options that require little preparation time. 

In India, the consumption of poultry meat has increased significantly, with over 3.9 million 

metric tonnes consumed in 2020. Additionally, about 80% of people aged 15-49 years 

(working class) consume more animal-sourced protein, reflecting a broader shift towards 

convenient and ready-to-eat meat products. 

 

 Improving Innovation and Infrastructure: 

Over the years, enhancements in packaging solutions and the development of physical 

infrastructure such as cold chains and logistics have led to an increased demand for frozen 

and chilled products. In 2023, the global cold chain market was valued at $233.8 billion 

and is projected to grow at a CAGR of 7.8% from 2024 to 203019. Such improvements have 

also resulted in access to larger market sizes. This growth is complemented by a booming 

online retail sector, which saw a 27% increase in online grocery sales in India in 2023.  

Processed meat and poultry products are convenient in many ways. They are pre-cooked 

and often pre-sliced, which makes them easy to use in a variety of recipes. They are also 

available in a range of flavors and textures, so consumers can choose products that suit 

their taste preferences. 

3.6  Investment Opportunities in Meat and Poultry Processing Sector in India 

The global trends in meat and poultry products and processing and overview of the sector in 
India discussed in earlier sections, analysed parallelly brings into light immense opportunities 
the sector beholds. Increased demand projections both in domestic and global markets, 

                                                
19https://essfeed.com/global-poultry-industry-report-2025-trends-challenges-and-future-outlook-across-the-

value-chain/  

https://essfeed.com/global-poultry-industry-report-2025-trends-challenges-and-future-outlook-across-the-value-chain/
https://essfeed.com/global-poultry-industry-report-2025-trends-challenges-and-future-outlook-across-the-value-chain/
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impacts meat and poultry sector positively. The following sectors within the sector show 
promising potential. 

 Processing Technology and Machinery  

India has the potential to be the global hub of technology and processing machinery related to 

meat and poultry. Technologies incorporating best practices for enhanced productivity, 

standardization, deep preservation, and automation of pre and post slaughter processes can 

revolutionize the sector’s production and processing landscape. Currently, the processing 

levels in poultry are at 6%, while for meat, it stands at 21%20. Processing machinery for cold 

chain infrastructure, hot deboning, etc. will also hold immense growth potential. Further, post-

harvest technologies and hatchery mechanisms to adopt eco-friendly practices in value chain 

will enhancing the economic value of processed products. 

 

 Potential of Facility Development  

 

The cold chain sector is crucial for maintaining the quality and safety of meat and poultry 

products from farm to consumer. India produces over 400 million metric tonnes of perishables 

annually, including meat and poultry. However, wastage levels are significant as overall post-

harvest losses reported for meat and poultry meat were 2.71 percent and 6.74 percent, 

respectively.21. 

The development of cold chain infrastructure, such as pre-cooling, blast freezers, and 

refrigerated transport, can drastically reduce these losses. The Ministry of Food Processing 

Industries (MOFPI) has been implementing the "Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition 

Infrastructure" scheme to enhance cold chain facilities across the country 22. This initiative 

aims to create a seamless cold chain from farm gate to consumer, ensuring the preservation and 

quality of meat and poultry products. 

 Sustainable Packaging Solutions 

With the growing market for processed and frozen meats and poultry products, the demand for 

innovative and sustainable packaging is increasing. The industry seeks solutions that improve 

shelf life, sustainability, and cost-effectiveness. Current offerings include plant-based 

packaging made from materials like cornstarch, seaweed, and mushroom mycelium, recyclable 

mono-materials that simplify recycling processes, and compostable packaging that naturally 

breaks down without leaving harmful residue. Futuristic technologies such as smart packaging 

with RFID and smart labels for transparency, AI-driven design for enhanced personalization 

and efficiency, and nanotechnology for microscopic security measures are poised to be game 

changers in the packaging industry. These advancements not only address environmental 

concerns but also enhance functionality and consumer appeal. 

 Increase in production and demand 

Processed meat and poultry products are expected to witness a growing demand both globally 

and in domestic market. Consumption growth in middle-income countries will account for a 

significant share of this increase. Global herd and flock expansion, combined with continuous 

improvements in animal breeding, management, infrastructures, and technology will increase 

                                                
20 1 Poultry & Meat, MOFPI 
21 https://www.mofpi.gov.in/sites/default/files/study_report_of_post_harvest_losses.pdf  
22 https://www.mofpi.gov.in/en/Schemes/cold-chain 

https://www.mofpi.gov.in/sites/default/files/OpportunityinMeat&PoultrysectorinIndia.pdf
https://www.mofpi.gov.in/sites/default/files/study_report_of_post_harvest_losses.pdf
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production particularly in upper middle-income countries (+14%). These countries will drive 

the growth in global meat production to reach 382 million metric tonnes (+12%) by 2032.23 

 

 Expansion of Domestic Market 

Owing to strong growth drivers like increasing health awareness, increasing disposable 

incomes, the demand for processed meat and poultry products is expected to increase in the 

upcoming years. The products such as sausages and canned meat, homogenized meat 

preparations, preserved meats, preserved meat of bovine animals and meat extracts have 

immense potential in domestic market. 

 Expansion of Export Markets 

The processed meat and poultry product sector is expected to witness sustained global demand 

in the long term. With India being one of the largest producers of such products in the world, 

it would be looking to further strengthen its position as a leader in the global markets.  

 

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures need to be 

successfully navigated to expand into export markets. TBT measures include regulations and 

standards that products must meet to enter foreign markets, such as labeling requirements and 

quality standards. SPS measures are designed to protect human, animal, and plant life from 

risks arising from the entry, establishment, or spread of pests and diseases. Compliance with 

these measures is crucial for maintaining access to international markets and ensuring the safety 

and quality of exported products. 

 Processed meat products 

Products such as sausages, salami, and ham are in high demand in many countries, and India 

has the capacity to produce these products to international standards. 

 

Ready-to-eat products: 

Ready-to-eat products such as chicken nuggets, chicken wings, and other value-added products 

are also potential exports from India. 

 

Organic meat and poultry products: 

With a growing demand for organic and natural products, India has the potential to export high-

quality organic meat and poultry products to global markets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
23 https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/f01f6101-

en.pdf?expires=1714730072&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=251BE5E15FC6E67CA6F8E00FA469178D#

:~:text=Global%20herd%20and%20flock%20expansion,income%20countries%20(%2B14%25 

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/f01f6101-en.pdf?expires=1714730072&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=251BE5E15FC6E67CA6F8E00FA469178D#:~:text=Global%20herd%20and%20flock%20expansion,income%20countries%20(%2B14%25
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/f01f6101-en.pdf?expires=1714730072&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=251BE5E15FC6E67CA6F8E00FA469178D#:~:text=Global%20herd%20and%20flock%20expansion,income%20countries%20(%2B14%25
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/f01f6101-en.pdf?expires=1714730072&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=251BE5E15FC6E67CA6F8E00FA469178D#:~:text=Global%20herd%20and%20flock%20expansion,income%20countries%20(%2B14%25
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4.Government Interventions for Supporting Meat & 

Poultry Processing Sector 

4.1 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY): 

Ministry has been implementing Central Sector Umbrella Scheme –Pradhan Mantri Kisan 

Samapada Yojana(PMKSY) since May, 2017 across the country including NER with an 

allocation of Rs. 6,000 Crores for the period 2016-20 co terminus with the 14th Finance 

Commission Cycle. A new scheme "Operation Greens (OG)" was introduced in PMKSY in 

November, 2018 for integrated development of value/supply chain of tomato, onion and 

potato (TOP) crops in selected States on pilot basis with an outlay of Rs 500 Crores, which 

was subsequently extended to all notified crops and later to 22 perishables. Continuation of 

restructured PMKSY during 15th Finance Commission cycle i.e. till 31.03.2026 has been 

approved with an allocation of Rs. 5520 crores with following component schemes- 

 Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure  

 Creation/ Expansion of Food Processing and Preservation Capacities (Unit Scheme)  

 Infrastructure for Agro-processing Clusters  

 Food Safety and Quality Assurance Infrastructure 

 Human Resources and Institutions –Research & Development 

 Operation Greens 

The component schemes of Mega Food Park, Creation of Backward & Forward 

Linkages, Human Resource & Institution - Promotional Activities, Skill Development & 

HACCP, a component of Food Safety and Quality Assurance Infrastructure have been 

discontinued in the 15th FC cycle with the provision of committed liability. 

Under constituent component schemes of PMKSY, the MoFPI provides mostly credit 

linked financial assistance (capital subsidy) in the form of grants-in-aid to the individuals, 

farmers, Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), Entrepreneurs, Cooperatives, Societies, Self 

Help Groups (SHGs), Private Companies and Central/ State PSUs etc. for setting up of food 

processing/preservation industries. Financial assistance to the eligible applicant is provided as 

per the Scheme guidelines and against the Expression of Interest issued by the Ministry from 

time to time to enable them to set up various food processing/preservation projects.  

4.2. PM Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME): 

MoFPI is implementing a centrally sponsored "PM Formalisation of Micro food processing 

Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme" under Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan initiative for providing 

financial, technical and business support for upgradation of micro food processing enterprises 

in the country. The scheme is operational from 2020-21 to 2025-26 with an outlay of Rs 10,000 

Crore. Two lakh micro food processing units will be directly assisted with credit linked 

subsidy, capacity building and marketing and branding support. The objectives of the scheme 

are as under: 

i) Increased access to credit by existing micro food processing entrepreneurs, FPOs, Self Help 

Groups and Co-operatives; 

ii) Integration with organized supply chain by strengthening branding & marketing;  

iii) Support for transition of existing 2,00,000 enterprises into formal framework;  

http://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/cold-chain#_blank
http://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/creation-expansion-food-processing-preservation-capacities-unit-scheme#_blank
http://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/agro-processing-cluster#_blank
http://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/food-safety-quality-assurance-infrastructure#_blank
http://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/human-resources-and-institutions#_blank
http://mofpi.nic.in/Schemes/operation-greens#_blank
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iv) Increased access to common services like common processing facility, laboratories, storage, 

packaging, marketing and incubation services;  

v) Strengthening of institutions, research and training in the food processing sector; and 

vi) Increased access for the enterprises, to professional and technical support 

 The scheme aims to:  

i) Enhance the competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises in the unorganized 

segment of the food processing industry and promote formalization of the sector; and 

ii) Support Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), Self Help Groups (SHGs) and Producers 

Cooperatives along their entire value chain. 

  

One District One Product:  

PMFME Scheme adopts One District One Product (ODOP) approach to reap the benefit of 

scale in terms of procurement of inputs, availing common services and marketing of products. 

ODOP scheme provides the framework for value chain development and alignment of support 

infrastructure. The scheme also envisages strengthening backward and forward linkages, 

provision of common facilities, incubation centres, training, R&D, marketing & branding. 

These provisions would primarily be for ODOP products. 

4.3. Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Food Processing Industry (PLISFPI): 

For enhancing India's manufacturing capabilities and improving exports, in November 2020, 

Government gave approval to introduce the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme in 10 

key sectors, including food processing sector. The Union Cabinet approved the Production 

Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for the food processing industries on 31.03.2021 with a total 

outlay of Rs. 10,900 crores to be implemented over six years from 2021-22 to 2026-27. 

The food segment identified includes Ready to Cook/ Ready to Eat (RTC/ RTE) foods 

including Millets based products, Processed Fruits & Vegetables, Marine Products and 

Mozzarella Cheese, and production of Innovative/ Organic products of SMEs including Free 

Range - Eggs, Poultry Meat, Egg Products. The scheme would also support for branding and 

marketing abroad to incentivise emergence of strong Indian brands for in-store Branding, shelf 

space renting and marketing.  

The Scheme supports food manufacturing entities with stipulated minimum sales and willing 

to make minimum stipulated investment for expansion of processing capacity and Branding 

abroad to incentivise emergence of strong Indian brands. It aspires to not only support creation 

of global food manufacturing champions, but also to strengthen select Indian brand of food 

products for global visibility and wider acceptance in the international markets, increase 

employment opportunities of off-farm jobs and ensue remunerative prices of farm produce and 

higher income to farmers. 

4.4 Income Tax exemptions 

The government supports the sector through 100% exemption of Income Tax on profits and 

gains for new Food Processing Units for initial 5 assessment years. 

Corporate tax has been substantially reduced in the budget announcement of 2019, making 

India among the countries with one of the lowest corporate tax where new companies. 

Corporate tax slab 

 New companies: 15% 

 Existing companies: 22% + cess 
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4.5 Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF): 

The AHIDF has a corpus of ₹ 29,610 Cr under Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. Government of 

India will provide 3% interest subvention for 8 years including two years of moratorium for 

loan up to 90% from the scheduled bank and National Cooperative Development Corporation 

(NCDC), NABARD and NDDB. The eligible entities are individuals, Private Companies, 

FPO, MSME, Section 8 companies.  

The AHIDF has so far created an impact by adding 14.10 million Litre Per Day of milk 

processing capacity, 7.92 MMT of feed processing capacity and 0.91 MMT of meat processing 

capacity by adding to the supply chain since the inception of the scheme. The scheme has been 

able to increase processing capacity by 2-4% in dairy, meat and animal feed sector. 

 Under the Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Fund, 703 eligible applications were approved, 

with a sanctioned project cost of ₹ 10,460.13 crore. A sanctioned loan amount of ₹ 6,947.67 

crore was disbursed, with ₹55.89 crore released as interest subvention.24 

 

4.7 National Livestock Mission Entrepreneurship Development (EDP): 
The NLM EDP has a total amount of ₹319.48 Cr released by the Department of Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) for the fiscal year 2024-25, ₹110 Cr has been allocated and 

released. 

In total, 1446 applicants have received the 1st instalment of subsidy, and 137 applicants have 

received the final instalment of subsidy, amounting to ₹295.19 Cr. This leaves a balance of 

₹24.29 Cr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
24  https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2001054 ,  https://ahidf.udyamimitra.in/  

https://ahidf.udyamimitra.in/
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5.R&D and Skill Development Ecosystem for Meat 

and Poultry Processing 
R&D is at the core of a promoting the meat and poultry sector in India. India hosts numerous 

technical institutes, universities, centres of excellence etc to support the meat and poultry in 

adopting latest processing technologies, promoting products as well as process, ensure skill 

development etc. Some of the key institutions forming the back- bone of R&D ecosystem in 

India are listed below. 

Table 9 : Key R&D Institutions 

Institutions Description 

ICAR-National 

Research Centre 

on Meat (NRCM) 

 

NRCM is a premier institution of meat research to solve the problems 

and face challenges of meat and allied sectors development. It focuses 

on development of modern organized meat sector through meat 

production, processing, and utilization technologies to serve the cause 

of meat animal producers, processors and consumers. 

 It has following mandates regarding the meat industry: 

o Basic and applied research in meat science and 

technology for meat production, processing, value 

addition and utilization 

o Capacity development for different levels of personnel 

in meat sector 

o National repository of information in meat and allied 

sectors 

ICAR-Directorate 

of Poultry 

Research 

 

 

The institute is an autonomous organization under the Department of 

Agriculture Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare, Government of India. The Directorate was set up as 

a coordinating unit of All India Coordinated Research Project 

(AICRP) on Poultry in 1970. 

 The objectives of the Directorate are to coordinate research at 

AICRP centres located across the country and conduct research 

on the development and improvement of chicken lines for 

commercial and rural poultry production. 

Institute of Good 

Manufacturing 

Practices India 

(IGPMI) 

 

IGPMI is an accredited Vocational Institution of Ministry of 

Education, Government of India and approved by Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) presents unique, friendly and                       

interactive platform to get rid of all your GMP related glitches. 

 IGMPI has designed a programme of Meat and Poultry 

Processing. This is undertaken through theoretical knowledge 

and practical skill as both are essential to master the field of 

meat industry. 

Agricultural and 

Processed Food 

Products Export 

Development 

Authority 

(APEDA) 

 

APEDA was established in 1985. 

 APEDA provides technical assistance in product/process 

development, equipment design, packaging solutions to the 

sector. 

 APEDA conducts training in various aspects of the industries 

and engages in Promotion of export-oriented production. 

 APEDA promotes high-quality animal products such as milk, 

meat and eggs. 
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National 

Cooperative 

Development 

Corporation 

(NCDC) 

 

NCDC was established by an Act of Parliament in 1963 as a statutory 

Corporation under the Ministry of Cooperation. 

 The corporation supports planning, promoting and financing 

programmes for production, processing, marketing, storage, 

export and import of agricultural produce, food stuffs, certain 

other notified commodities. 

 NCDC supports the promotion of infrastructure such as cold 

chain etc. which aids the meat and poultry industry. 

 NCDC also supports establishment of cluster of poultry units, 

assistance to societies for incubators, hatcheries etc. 

Central Poultry 

Development 

Organisation and 

Training Institute 

 

CPDO &TI is established with a vision of being a knowledge centre 

for poultry development in India and abroad. This organization is 

envisaged with a mandate of production and supply of rural chicken 

and duck varieties of both egg and meat type across the country. 

 This institute imparts advanced and specialised training to the 

technical officers of the central/state govt. Organisations, 

agricultural universities, bank and insurance corporations, 

Cooperative sector, poultry and meat corporations and private 

sector poultry organisations of the country. 

ICAR-Central 

Avian Research 

Institute (ICAR-

CARI) 

 

ICAR-CARI is an autonomous organization under the Department of 

Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare, Government of India. The institute was established 

to conduct research on poultry science, including avian genetics, 

breeding, nutrition, and physiology. 

It has the following mandates regarding poultry research: 

 Basic and applied research in poultry science for production, 

processing, value addition, and utilization. 

 Capacity development for different levels of personnel in the 

poultry sector. 

 National repository of information on poultry and allied 

sectors. 

ICAR-Central 

Institute for 

Research on 

Goats (ICAR-

CIRG) 

 

ICAR-CIRG is a premier research institute dedicated to goat research 

and development. It focuses on improving goat productivity through 

scientific methods and developing new technologies. It has the 

following mandates regarding goat research: 

 Basic and applied research on all aspects of goat production, 

health, and utilization. 

 Development and standardization of technologies for meat, 

milk, and fiber production. 

 Capacity development for different levels of personnel in the 

goat sector. 

 National repository of information on goats and allied 

sectors. 

ICAR-Central 

Sheep and Wool 

Research Institute 

(ICAR-CSWRI) 

 

ICAR-CSWRI is an autonomous body under the Department of 

Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers Welfare, Government of India. The institute is dedicated to 

research, training, and extension activities related to sheep and 

rabbits. It has the following mandates regarding sheep and wool 

research: 
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 Basic and applied research on sheep and rabbit production, 

health, and utilization. 

 Development and standardization of technologies for wool, 

meat, and pelt production. 

 Capacity development for different levels of personnel in the 

sheep and wool sector. 

 National repository of information on sheep, wool, and allied 

sectors. 

ICAR – National 

Research Centre 

on Pig (ICAR-

NRC Pig) 

 

The ICAR-National Research Centre on Pig (ICAR-NRC Pig) stands 

as India’s apex institution for scientific research and development in 

the field of pig husbandry. The council is committed to advancing 

sustainable pig production through cutting-edge research, technology 

development, and dissemination. Its core mandates encompass: 

 Basic, strategic, and applied research in various dimensions 

of pig science and technology, including breeding, health, 

nutrition, value addition, and processing.  

 Capacity development by offering structured training and 

knowledge support to stakeholders across the pig production 

value chain.  

The council also serves as a national repository for comprehensive 

data and research findings related to pig production and allied 

sectors, thereby 

Agricultural 

Universities in 

India 

 

 India’s robust agricultural education ecosystem comprises a 

network of 74 Agricultural Universities, including 63 State 

Agricultural Universities (SAUs), 7 Central Agricultural 

Universities (CAUs), and 4 ICAR-Deemed Universities.  

 These institutions play a critical role in fostering innovation, 

research excellence, and capacity building in the agricultural 

and allied sciences.  

Collectively, they function as centres of academic rigour and 

practical expertise, supporting national goals of food security, 

sustainable agriculture, and rural development. These universities not 

only provide formal education across disciplines such as crop 

sciences, animal husbandry, horticulture, and agri-business but also 

serve as incubators for cutting-edge research and technology transfer. 

Through collaborative projects, extension services, and 

interdisciplinary training programmes, agricultural universities form 

the backbone of India's agri-research and human resource 

development efforts. 
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Food Industry 

Capacity and Skill 

Initiative (FICSI) 

 

The Food Industry Capacity and Skill Initiative (FICSI) operates as a 

sector-specific skill council under the National Skill Development 

Corporation (NSDC), focusing exclusively on skilling needs within 

the food processing industry.  

FICSI is dedicated to enhancing the employability and 

entrepreneurial potential of India’s workforce through 

comprehensive skill development frameworks. It offers a wide range 

of structured training programmes, nationally recognised 

certifications, and industry-linked placement support. In addition to 

technical skilling, FICSI also conducts capacity building and 

entrepreneurship development programmes tailored to the evolving 

needs of the food processing ecosystem.  

Its strong partnerships with industry leaders, academic institutions, 

and government agencies ensure that the training content remains 

relevant, market-driven, and innovation-oriented, thus fostering a 

skilled, competitive, and future-ready workforce in the sector. 

Food Safety and 

Standards 

Authority of India 

(FSSAI) – Food 

Safety Training 

and Certification 

(FoSTaC) 

 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has 

instituted the Food Safety Training and Certification 

(FoSTaC) programme to enhance food safety compliance through 

structured training and capacity building. 

 FoSTaC offers a comprehensive suite of training modules 

across various levels (basic, advanced, and specialised) 

catering to stakeholders in the food business, including 

manufacturers, processors, and food handlers.  

 It also facilitates certification, accreditation, and job 

placement, thereby bridging skill gaps in the industry. The 

programme is deeply embedded in a collaborative 

framework involving food industry associations, academic 

bodies, and community organisations, ensuring its impact 

extends to both the formal and informal sectors of the food 

economy.  
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7. Conclusion 
 

There is substantial room for expansion and development in the Indian meat and poultry 

processing business. India's demand for processed meat and poultry products is increasing as a 

result of changing customer preferences and a growing population. The government's 

initiatives and assistance are essential in fostering the expansion of the processing sector. The 

Government of India encourages investment, offers infrastructure support, and eases market 

access for meat and poultry processing through programmes like the Ministry of Food 

Processing Industries (MOFPI) and the creation of food parks. These measures have boosted 

hygiene and safety standards, promoted value addition, and created job possibilities in the 

industry. This regulatory system fosters the export of high-quality goods and instils customer 

confidence both domestically and abroad. 

 

 

The Indian meat and poultry processing market may reach its full potential by utilising 

government interventions, maintaining a favourable regulatory framework, and embracing 

innovation. The industry has the potential to greatly improve food security, create jobs, 

strengthen rural economies, and establish India as a major player in the processed meat and 

poultry products market. 

 

In conclusion, government backing, regulatory governance, and strategic initiatives are paving 

the way for the Indian meat and poultry processing business to expand. With ongoing efforts 

and cooperation from industrial stakeholders and farmers, India can realise its full potential 

and aim to become the number one global leader in the processed meat and poultry products 

market. 
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Disclaimer 

Without limiting the rights under the copyright reserved, this publication or any part of it may 
not be translated, reproduced, stored, transmitted in any form (electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, audio recording or otherwise) or circulated in any binding or cover other than 
the cover in which it is currently published, without the prior written permission of MoFPI. 

All information, ideas, views, opinions, estimates, advice, suggestions, and recommendations 
(hereinafter ‘content’) in this publication should not be understood as professional advice in 
any manner or interpreted as policies, objectives, opinions, or suggestions of Ernst & Young 
LLP. Readers are advised to use their discretion and seek professional advice before taking any 
action or decision, based on the contents of this publication. The content in this publication has 
been obtained or derived from sources believed to be reliable but MoFPI does not represent 
this information to be accurate or complete. MoFPI does not assume any responsibility and 
disclaim any liability for any loss, or damages caused due to any reason whatsoever, towards 
any person (natural or legal) who uses this publication. 

 
This publication cannot be sold for consideration, within or outside India, without written 
permission of MoFPI. Violation of this condition of sale will lead to criminal and civil 
prosecution. 

Copyright © Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India. All right reserved 
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